TAHIFFS

must be controlled either by the Imperial Govern-
ment responsible  for foreign  affairs,   or   by  the
Dominion or national government responsible for
domestic, internal, and social affairs.    They cannot
be controlled by both    True it is that tariffs may
affect foreign as well as domestic policy.    So may
education, as experience in California has shown
the Americans.   The practical question is, Which of
the two do tariffs affect most nearly ?  That question
has been put to the test of experience, and after
fifty years  of trial we  are entitled to  say that
the foreign affairs of this vast Commonwealth can
be conducted by a government which  does   not
control tariffs.     To begin with, the right of the
Dominions to make what tariffs they pleased was
affected by certain treaties between Great Britain
and foreign  states, but  in course of time these
treaties were cancelled by the British Government
in order to free the hands of the Dominions.     In
future the commercial treaties negotiated by the
Imperial   Government  were   to   affect   only   the
United Kingdom and Dependencies in which self-
government had not been established, unless the
Dominions   chose    to   come    under    them.      A
system.was inaugurated under which the Dominion
governments conducted tariff negotiations through
agents   of  their   own,  with the  knowledge  and
assistance (where desired) of the Imperial embassies,
It has thus been found that in actual practice the
Dominion governments can exercise final control
of their own commercial relations without raising
issues which affect the relations of the Common-
wealth  as   a whole  with  foreign   states.     With
equal certainty it may be said that no Dominion